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Embracing Dignity for Trafficked Women: 2010 Olympics and Beyond
Prayer Grant Project Report, September 2010

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it; the world and all it’s people belong to him.  

Our project around the Olympics was indeed a reflection of “the world and all it’s people.”  We had 357 people, largely women, volunteer with us!  They came from England, Texas, Finland, Toronto, Michigan, and other spots on the globe.

In strategizing we realized that the best way to create long-term change for trafficked women was to stand against the male demand for paid sex, and to do it very publicly.  The Salvation Army and others were doing outreach directly to the women, so we decided to tackle the root issue of demand.  There is currently a challenge to the Charter of Rights and freedoms around the prostitution laws, and there is a good chance that it will become legal to buy and sell women.  It was critical to make a strong statement that we will not tolerate the normalization of trafficking.

Leading up to the Games we held twelve public forums educating people about trafficking and then giving them tangible tools with which to engage in change.  The speakers included formerly prostituted women, Aboriginal women, Christian women, and men speaking about demand.  We found that many women caught the vision and were ready to go out into their own spheres of influence to work on ending the demand for sexual access to women’s bodies.
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During the Games we trained women through printed materials, group sessions, and individual conversations.  For seven evenings we held loving, silent, non-violent public “stands” at either sex clubs or in front of hockey games, all wearing t-shirts emblazoned with “Buying Sex Is Not a Sport.”  Each night we had 40-60 people taking a public stand against the demand link of the trafficking chain.  Two people were designated speakers and we engaged many men and women in conversations. If people wanted more information on trafficking we handed them a leaflet. The public reactions were mostly favourable and we were cheered loudly, but we were also yelled at and spit upon.  
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Volunteers had the following things to say about participating with us:


“I won’t deny that being so public was hard…but I think it’s really important and I’d do it again.”
					-Jacqui

“That was so empowering!”
					-Mary

“Thanks so much for organizing this.  It was a creative and meaningful way to get involved with anti- trafficking work!”
								-Sandy
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In addition to receiving excellent print and social media coverage (including Twitter, Facebook and You Tube) we were featured on 100 Huntley Street and broadcast nationally.  We also sparked a lively web-based discussion on the potential decriminalization of buying and selling women in Canada.

What we found extra exciting was the way in which women were empowered through standing up for the rights of other women.  It was an act of courage to be so public about injustice, and we know that women gained confidence and were validated in their strength.  Additionally, we made bold statements in front of the world that trafficking must stop and women aren’t for sale.  Watching women step out in new ways was so encouraging!  And we are in touch with many of the women about ongoing involvement in ending trafficking.

The funds awarded to us through the Prayer Grant were used to support the project through project design, volunteer training, print materials and implementation.

Thank you for supporting this amazing project!

Michelle Miller
Executive Director
Resist Exploitation, Embrace Dignity (REED)
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